By Laura Neufeld

anada’s equestrian teams are

gearing up to ride for their

country this month, as Rio de
Janeiro plays host to the Pan
American Games (PAG), July 13 to 29.
Riders from the three Olympic disci-
plines of dressage, show jumping, and
eventing have set their sites on Brazil
and have been working hard to attain
the goal of being one of the team-
mates heading to the southern hemi-
sphere this summer.

The teams are comprised of horse-
and-rider pairs including some house-
hold names and some less familiar,
but each pair promises to give it their
personal and team best in Rio. We
now present your 2007 Canadian Pan
Am Equestrian Teams.

Eventing

Doubts have been swirling as to
whether the eventing cross-country
course would be ready in time for
PAG. Thankfully, on June 15th, the
Fédération Equestre Internationale
(FEI) confirmed that eventing would
go ahead as planned.

Despite the confusion, the selec-
tion process carried on and the result-
ing Canadian eventing team heading
to Rio represents great promise,
though not necessarily a depth of
high-level international competition
experience. The most experienced
member is Michael Winters of
Toronto, Ontario, who will be com-
peting with King Pin, an 11-year-old
Irish Sport Horse gelding. Winters
competed at the last PAG, finishing as
the top placed Canadian, and helping
to secure Team Silver. He later com-
peted at the 2004 Olympics Games in
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Above: Karen Pavicic, of Richmond, BC,
and the ten-year-old Hanoverian gelding,
Lionheart, will be traveling to Rio as the
dressage team alternates.  photo: Michelle C. Dunn

Right: Calgarian Sandra Donnelly and
the Canadian Warmblood gelding,
Buenos Aires, made Canada’s Pan Am
eventing team after placing fifth in the
Advanced Horse Trials division at the
Jersey Fresh CCI***,

Photo: Karen Briggs

Athens, again proving to be Canada’s
top contender.

Two Western Canadian riders are
on the team: Kyle Carter and Sandra
Donnelly, both from Calgary, Alberta.
Carter, who does have a significant
amount of international experience,
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